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years,9 during which not only the institutions of the
Southern States, but the greater part of the Federal
institutions were more or less violently distorted to
objects not contemplated by the framers of the Con-
stitution. But the form of the Federal institutions was
always preserved, and they gradually recovered their
reality, until at the present moment the working of the
Constitution of the United States does not, save for the
disappearance of negro slavery, differ from the mode of
its operation before the civil convulsion of 1861-65.

The powers and disabilities attached to the
United States and to the several States by the Federal
Constitution, and placed under the protection of the
deliberately contrived securities we have described,
have determined the whole course of American his-
tory. That history began, as all its records abun<
dantly show, in a condition of society produced by
war and revolution, which might have condemned
the great Northern Republic to a fate not unlike that
of her disorderly sisters in South America. But the
provisions of the Constitution have acted on her like
those dams and dykes which strike the eye of the
traveller along the Rhine, controlling the course of a
mighty river which begins amid mountain torrents,
and turning it into one of the most equable water-

9 A striking account of the perversion of the Constitution
during this revolutionary interval, now brought to a close, may
be found in the work of Mr. Louis J. Jennings, Republican
Government in the United States.